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BARRY ROY BLAIKIE 
Condolence Motion 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [2.02 pm] — without notice: I move — 

That this house records its sincere regret at the death of Barry Roy Blaikie and tenders its deep 
sympathy to his family.  

Any reference to Barry Blaikie immediately brings to mind the south west of the state and the seat of Vasse, 
which he represented so well in the Legislative Assembly for 25 years. This extensive period allowed him to 
witness firsthand some of the most momentous and volatile periods in Western Australian politics.  

Barry Roy Blaikie was born in Margaret River on 1 April 1935, the son of a farmer, George Blaikie, and Eva 
Jean Kilgren. Barry was educated at Cowaramup Primary School and Bunbury High School. On leaving school, 
Barry went straight into dairy farming at Cowaramup and then worked as a contractor driving bulldozers. Barry 
married Betty May Robinson in Augusta on 26 January 1957. The couple had four children—Jenny, Ray, 
Russell and Robyn. 

Barry joined the Liberal Party in 1958 and served as president of the Margaret River branch. In 1965 he was 
elected to the Shire of Augusta–Margaret River council and served in that office until his election in 1971 to the 
Legislative Assembly as the member for Vasse. His immediate predecessor in the seat of Vasse was Sir Stewart 
Bovell, who had just been appointed as Western Australia’s Agent General in London after representing Vasse 
for 20 years. Vasse had been considered a blue-ribbon seat for the Liberal Party, but with the electoral tide 
turning against the Liberal government in 1971, Barry’s election was far from comfortable. In fact, on election 
night the Labor leader and soon-to-be Premier, John Tonkin, claimed Vasse as a Labor Party seat. For more than 
two weeks, Barry and the Liberal Party conceded John Tonkin must have been right. However, when the votes 
were finalised, Barry emerged the victor by 302 votes. From that difficult start, Barry ended up as Vasse’s 
longest-serving MLA, holding the seat until he retired in 1996. Throughout his time in Parliament he was known 
as a member who was thoroughly loyal to his constituents and aware of his privilege in representing them.  

In terms of his parliamentary roles, Barry was the father of the house from 6 February 1993 to 14 November 
1996. He held various shadow portfolios and was also the opposition Whip from 1989 to 1992. Barry served on 
numerous parliamentary committees, including the Public Accounts Committee, and was particularly active on 
committees inquiring into issues relevant to producers in the Vasse region, such as wine and grape growing, 
dairy and meat products and timber. He was Deputy Chairman of Committees from 1974 to 1982 and Chairman 
of Committees from 1982 to 1983. Major achievements during his time as the member for Vasse include the 
creation of the Dunsborough–Meelup reserve, the development of national parks in the area and movement 
towards the establishment of marine parks. In addition, the Margaret River Senior High School was expanded 
and roads were greatly improved, as many of us would attest. I might also add that Barry Blaikie was 
instrumental in the natural gas pipeline being built from Bunbury to Busselton. 

His community work remains impressive. Barry served as president and secretary of, and delegate in, the 
Western Australian Farmers Federation; the foundation director of the Margaret River Cheese Company; an 
honorary member of Busselton Rotary Club; the founding president and a member of the Leeuwin Conservation 
Group, something of which he was most proud; member of the Cowaramup Hall and Reserve Committee; and 
member of the Jaycees, Margaret River and Busselton. Barry maintained his community involvement in the 
period immediately following his time in Parliament. He contributed to policies for senior citizens and helped 
develop the Busselton Senior Net computer club. He also became a member of the Heritage Council of WA, the 
Busselton Historical Society and the Busselton Probus group. 
As many members would be aware, Barry was diagnosed with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease in the 
1990s. He had quit smoking more than 30 years earlier, after his father passed away as a result of lung disease, 
but it was not enough for Barry to avoid the disease himself. In the years that followed, Barry worked to improve 
public awareness of lung disease. His contribution included a remarkable $80 000 personal donation to the Lung 
Institute of Western Australia, which he hoped would improve treatments for sufferers of the disease and 
promote early detection for those at risk. After a long struggle, Barry passed away on 16 May 2012. I have seen 
one report stating that this date was the anniversary of his father’s death, which is a remarkable, and sad, 
coincidence. 

Barry truly was a man of his region; he was born, educated and married in the area, and worked as a farmer in 
the community and as a representative at local and state government levels. He was known as a vigorous 
advocate for farmers and various industries in the region. For a long time, his name has been almost synonymous 
with this area of the south west. He is greatly missed. 
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Barry Blaikie was truly legendary as a local member of Parliament. It has been said, and I know it is true, that 
Barry not only knew all the voters in his electorate by first name, but also knew their children’s names and, as 
legend has it, their dogs’ names! He took some pride in that. When I first came to this Parliament in 1990, Barry 
was the Liberal Party Whip. As members will recall, the Parliament was configured in a different way then. 
Barry was something of an old-style Whip; the Liberal Party was then in opposition. During question time, when 
Barry wanted to create a sense of order so that the then Leader of the Opposition, Barry MacKinnon, could make 
his point, Barry would walk behind the chairs and make a noise on the back of them with his arm. I have to say, 
as a new member of Parliament, I found that quite terrifying and very intimidatory! He had a sense of strict 
discipline in terms of what members should be doing.  

He was also very good to me when I first became a member of Parliament. Often, experienced members of 
Parliament will take new members under their wing, and Barry certainly did that with me. He helped me to 
understand the house and how it operated; he helped me to understand Liberal Party politics, because I did not 
have a big background in that. To this day I can remember that after I became a minister, Barry’s attitude did not 
change at all, but I can almost hear his voice now saying, “Barney, are you sure you know what you’re doing?” 
That was a pretty good signal that I did not know what I was doing, on whatever the issue was! Barry was, in 
every sense, just a really good bloke. He was a character of this Parliament and a true parliamentarian in the 
sense that he loved Parliament and respected its processes and understood its rules and conventions. 

On behalf of all members of this house, I express our condolences to Barry Blaikie’s wife, Betty, and his 
children, Jenny, Ray, Russell and Robyn, and their families. 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Leader of the Opposition) [2.10 pm]: I join the Premier in passing on 
the condolences of the opposition to Mr Barry Blaikie’s family, and congratulate them on a husband and father 
who undertook a great parliamentary role and a great public life for many years. Barry Blaikie served for 31 
years in public life. Prior to his election to Parliament, he was a member of the local council for six or so years 
and he first joined the Liberal Party in 1958. His parliamentary and council careers spanned a total of 31 years, 
including the years from 1971 to 1996 as part of this parliamentary chamber. That is an extraordinary length of 
time in his life and it was made more difficult by the fact that he was a member representing a country seat, 
which naturally involves a greater degree of travel than those of us who represent metropolitan seats, and thus 
places greater strains and demands on life and family as a consequence.  

He served in a range of important roles in this Parliament. He was Chairman of Committees, a very important 
position in this house, in the O’Connor government in the early 1980s. He was Whip and a shadow minister for a 
range of different portfolios over a long time. He also held a number of different positions in his local 
community, including taking up the issue of conservation as part of the Leeuwin Conservation Group. Of course, 
the south west, and the Vasse region, is one of the most beautiful parts of Australia, and for a member of 
Parliament to recognise its natural beauty and the importance of preserving its natural environment, not just for 
tourism purposes, but simply because it deserves protection in and of itself, is a good thing and shows that, to 
some degree, he was ahead of his time.  

He entered Parliament in 1971 and I note from the records I looked at that the first winery in his region, the 
Leeuwin Estate, was opened in 1972 in Margaret River, so his career spanned the growth and development of the 
tourism industry in the south west, particularly in the area around Margaret River, which he represented. It is a 
great industry in Western Australia and a great and defining part of the south west of the state. In his inaugural 
speech in 1971 he was quite prescient in acknowledging that that would be one of the future areas of growth in 
the region and part of the success of the region. I quote from his inaugural speech in which he said — 

The remaining item I wish to speak on—I will leave decentralisation and work in the private sector—is 
the tourist industry. My electorate is situated within close proximity to the metropolitan area and is 
acknowledged as a major tourist centre. Magnificent beaches are to be found stretching from Geographe 
Bay to Dunsborough. The rugged shore line along the west coast between Cape Naturaliste and 
Leeuwin, and the cave country of Augusta–Margaret River and Yallingup contains features of world-
wide significance. These are some of the features that give the district a diversity of tourist attractions. 

In past years the private sector of the tourist industry has been active. The development of tourist 
attractions has been assisted by the Tourist Development Authority which has from time to time made 
substantial grants available. I hope that a much greater acknowledgment is made of the area, and that 
the case for increased tourist development grants will be well worthy of consideration by the 
Government in the times ahead.  

He was someone who saw that part of the future for his region was not just agriculture as it had been, although in 
his first speech he did discuss agriculture to some degree, and the dairy industry in particular, but also the need 
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to go further afield and to acknowledge the region’s natural beauty and to use that beauty to promote the area for 
tourism purposes. Upon his retirement from Parliament he contracted a serious illness and, as part of that, in 
2010 he made an $80 000 donation to the Lung Institute of Western Australia, which shows he was also a person 
of considerable philanthropy in taking on that responsibility. 

I recall seeing him around the Parliament; I think I spoke to him a couple of times. He departed the Parliament 
just as I arrived—I do not think that the two things are linked! He was one of those people who was regularly 
seen around the house and in recent years I recall he had an oxygen bottle and obviously his health was 
declining, so I am sure it was quite difficult for him. He struck me as a person of good humour, full of life and 
someone who was interested in current events, as ex-members who come to Parliament often are. I thought that 
seeing him around was a memory because he was often spoken about by members who were here when I first 
arrived at Parliament in late 1996. He was often referred to and, obviously, was a figure of some note around 
Parliament in the 1970s, 1980s and early to mid-1990s. I also pass on my regards to his family. I wish them all 
the best and note they have a family member who achieved a great deal in his life.  

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Deputy Leader of the National Party) [2.16 pm]: On behalf of the 
Nationals, I wish to support the condolence motion for Barry Blaikie. I endorse the excellent words and 
acknowledgements that have been made by the Premier and the Leader of the Opposition on Barry’s life and 
achievements and the great contributions that Barry made over such a long lifetime. As we have heard, his 
contributions and generosity were great. I did not know Barry very well, but I got to meet him on different 
occasions. I always found him extremely friendly. He gave me some good advice at one stage and I always 
admired him as a politician and as a person.  

As we have heard, Barry achieved so much during his life as not only a long-serving local member of Parliament 
for Vasse, but also a very active and highly respected member of this place. He was heavily involved in the local 
community in many ways and with so many different groups in his region and elsewhere. Above all, he was a 
family man. I got to know Barry’s daughter Jenny very well as she was a very good friend of my wife during 
their teaching days in Kojonup. I have very fond memories of that. I recall Jenny speaking so very fondly of her 
mum, her dad and her family. It is very sad to farewell such an admirable person. I pass on the sincere 
condolences of the National Party to Barry’s wife Betty and children Jenny, Ray, Russell and Robyn.  

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Minister for Transport) [2.17 pm]: Barry Blaikie was elected to Parliament 
in February 1971. He departed in December 1996. He dedicated 25 years of service to not only the Parliament as 
an institution, but also the local community. Barry Blaikie was a friend of many people in my community; I 
know that a lot of people who I have spoken to subsequent to his passing and his funeral expressed their 
disappointment that they were unable to travel to Perth to join with Betty and his family and so many of his 
friends and former colleagues to say goodbye to him.  

When we think of Barry Blaikie—the Premier alluded to it very clearly—we reflect on the quintessential 
grassroots politician. I do not think he would have ever taken that as an insult. I think we would find no-one 
more grassroots than Barry Blaikie. As the Premier said, he was a person who literally knew everyone in the 
electorate and everybody’s extended families and, more importantly, he knew everybody’s stories. I do not say 
that in a negative way. When people spoke with Barry, he listened and he remembered and he understood.  

Some would say to me that it was very difficult to travel the length of Queen Street in Busselton with Barry. 
Queen Street is not a long street, but because Barry literally knew everybody in the town, to traverse Queen 
Street with him was a near on impossibility. At Barry’s funeral, his son reflected on a trip into town with his dad 
from Cowaramup up to Busselton. He said none of the kids ever wanted to go. The boys wanted to go because 
apparently he was a bit of a hoon once he got down the driveway. But once they got into town, it would take an 
inordinate time to go from the edge of Busselton into the paper shop and back to the other side of Busselton, 
because he would creep along at walking pace and engage in conversation with every single person he saw on 
the way into town.  

One thing we know about Barry Blaikie is that he was a very proud father to his four children Jenny, Robyn, Ray 
and Russell; a very proud husband to his wonderful wife, Betty; and a very proud grandfather to his 
grandchildren. One of the girls at Barry’s funeral reflected on his habit of attending their home for dinner—I 
think they were living in South Perth or Como—every week when Parliament sat. He would turn up probably on 
a Wednesday or Tuesday night and have a meal with them. She said that the first thing he would do was count 
the number of empty mugs in the sink to ascertain whether there had been any other visitors to the house. Then, 
apparently, the inquisition would begin.  

There was also a reflection from his grandson, which I think is a great insight into Barry as a person. Barry’s 
grandson did not have a dad and at his school there was a day for fathers. Barry heard about this when he was up 
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here in Parliament. He left Parliament, got in his car and drove down to Busselton so he could take his grandson 
to school on father’s day. He knew of course that he was not his grandson’s father, as did the grandson, but he 
felt it was very important and that there was no way his grandson was going to be the only one at school without 
a person to enjoy that father’s day.  

Barry Blaikie was born in 1935 in what was then a very small community called Cowaramup. Cowaramup sits 
just the Busselton side of Margaret River. It is of course a lot bigger now than it was then. Following the 
completion of school, Barry moved to the city for a little while. Indeed, later in his life, because of family and 
health reasons, he relocated permanently to Perth. But the one thing we know about Barry Blaikie is that he 
never forgot he was from Cowaramup and the people of Cowaramup never forgot that Barry was from their 
town. 

When he finished primary school, he had to go to Bunbury to attend high school. I was talking to a good friend 
of Barry Blaikie’s, a chap by the name of Keith Rose, on the way into his funeral, and Keith was sharing a story 
about Barry. They would go to the old Bunbury timber jetty to go fishing. They had no fishing gear. They would 
crawl down onto the pylons just above the water and as the older people of town would fish above them, Barry 
had a habit of being able to pull the fishing line so they thought they had a bite. While the line was extended, he 
would cut it, they would pull up a fishing line with no hook on the end, no sinker and no bait and he would then 
use that to fish with for the rest of the day! So he was an inventive country lad, and there is nothing wrong with 
that. 

As I said, when he finished school, my recollection is he had a very brief stint in the city. His family needed him 
home to help work the farm and I think he wanted to go back home to work on the farm. He, of course, worked 
the dairy farm and he also worked as a bulldozer contractor right across the south west and interstate.  

Barry was a very, very passionate participant in local community life. He was active in the Farmers Union of 
WA, on the shire of Margaret River and in a whole range of community groups, including Jaycees. A couple of 
years ago—Barry was by this time pretty debilitated and pretty crook—he came back to Busselton. A lot of the 
older members of the Jaycees put on a reunion for him at Mr John Valentine’s house. I remember seeing Barry 
afterwards and for him that was an absolute highlight. 

Another very interesting thing about Barry is that at his funeral his coffin was draped in a West Coast Eagles 
scarf and a Fremantle Dockers scarf; he was a member of both football clubs. He was a very, very passionate 
follower of football. Whenever he could, he would be in his wheelchair with his oxygen, with Betty by his side, 
watching either the Eagles or the Dockers, although I have to say, I suspect deep down inside he was an Eagles 
supporter. 

As the Premier indicated, Barry was elected in 1971. He replaced the former long-serving member for Vasse, Sir 
Stewart Bovell. Sir Stewart served our community for about 20 years; Barry for 25 into his twenty-sixth year. As 
I stand here having spent six or seven years in this place, I wonder whether that style of service and that style of 
politician will ever be here again. I am not sure, but it certainly is an interesting reflection on a politician of a 
different style. As indicated, he won a closely contested election. John Tonkin claimed the seat, and it took them 
16 days to count the votes. Barry won by 302 votes, and he ran against a very popular local doctor, Dr Hemsley 
from Busselton. Barry was subsequently elected to this Parliament by the people of Vasse seven times, so eight 
times in total. Interestingly, in his last speech in this place, he spoke of his admiration for John Tonkin. His 
daughter, again at his funeral, reflected on the fact that one night there was a knock at the farm door. Who should 
be outside but the Premier of Western Australia John Tonkin. Barry had invited him around for a drink and a bite 
to eat. His daughter thought that was somewhat surprising, but clearly Barry had great admiration for him. Mind 
you, Barry was a very generous man; he invited me to his house once for a drink and a barbecue! That is just the 
way it was: Barry’s house was everybody’s house.  

It is really interesting to read Barry’s inaugural speech and then his speech he made on his departure from 
Parliament some 25 years later. In his inaugural speech, he really focused on the region that he knew and the 
industries in it. He talked about the dairy industry and the challenges it faced in 1971, which of course it still 
faces today. He spoke about the timber industry, then probably the largest employer in the district and, as the 
Leader of the Opposition indicated, with a degree of foresight he outlined to the house the true potential for our 
region as a tourism destination. When Barry left this house in 1996, his speech was completely different. He 
never talked about his achievements. He talked about some of the people he met along the way. He talked about 
some of the characters he had encountered. But what he reflected on mostly in that speech were two things that I 
know were very, very important to him—the first was the deep sense of privilege and the deep sense of 
responsibility that he felt as a member of Parliament, and the second was his absolute belief in the importance of 
Parliament in society. I think he said that in many ways, Parliament is the mind, heart and soul of the 
community. So in some ways that was an interesting transformation for him over those 25 years as an individual.  
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I grew up in Busselton. I went back to Busselton when I was eight years old. That was in 1974. Barry Blaikie 
gave me a book prize in 1974. I found it the other day. It is called Silver Brumbies of the South. Of course I have 
read it many times. To the best of my recollection, at every single end-of-year function, from then until when I 
left Busselton High School in 1983, Barry Blaikie was there. I suspect he would have been at every single end-
of-year function in the district. For people of my generation, he was the only person whom we knew to be our 
member of Parliament. It was quite a remarkable thing, firstly, that we remembered him—I can tell members 
that everybody did—and, secondly, that our definition of what an MP was and what an MP should be was Barry 
Blaikie. He had a strong sense of affinity and ownership with his community, and that was in turn reflected in 
our views about Barry.   

Over 25 years, our region went through a significant period of transformation. Barry often said that one of the 
hardest things he had to do was in 1972, when the then Labor government shut the port of Busselton. That had a 
significant impact on the town, and he was a new member of Parliament, so he transitioned through our port 
closing. He was also there when the local timber industry effectively slowly closed down over a number of 
years. But on the positive side, he sponsored, encouraged and supported the growth of the local tourism industry. 
He was there in 1972 when Dr Cullity’s winery, Vasse Felix, became the first commercial winery in the region, 
next door, as it still is, to Cullen’s. Barry once said to me there were many sceptics there on that day claiming 
that this thing would never, ever work; yet of course that winery flourished and developed. Both Barry and I, as a 
subsequent member for Vasse, did our best to support, through our consumption efforts, the local winery 
industry.  
Barry was also there when the first land was bought at Augusta to start the Leeuwin–Naturaliste National Park. 
His one, I think, most enduring legacy to the people of our region is that he protected the area called Meelup 
Regional Park. If we travel to Dunsborough and head north of Dunsborough, we get to a beautiful beach called 
Meelup. A bit further on, we get to Eagle Bay, and as we come back in towards Dunsborough, there are a 
number of other landmarks such as Castle Rock. There was a plan to develop a marina in that area. Barry was 
generally a pretty progressive MP, but he saw this as being a terrible waste of that great natural asset, and he 
mounted a very, very vigorous campaign to protect that area, and as a result we now have Meelup regional bay, 
and there is no marina at Curtis Bay. I think that is perhaps Barry’s most enduring legacy, not only to my 
constituents, but also more broadly to the people of Western Australia and others who visit that area. 

Two years before Barry left Parliament, in 1994, after a period of declining health, he was diagnosed with 
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease. Barry started smoking at the age of 14. It was not unusual in those days 
for people to start smoking at 14. He said to me, “I worked on the farm; I did a man’s work; I rolled my own and 
I smoked”. He played footy for, I am assuming, Cowaramup, and later Margaret River. The coach used to tell 
them at half-time, “Roll a smoke and clear out your lungs before you get out on the field”—and that is what 
people used to do. Down in Collie I am sure they would have had a swig of port as well, because it is cold down 
there. That is the way it was. 

Barry also drove his bulldozer. He drove his bulldozer during the summer, during the fire season, clearing all 
sorts of weeds and rubbish off the land there, and it was dusty. He used to say that if it was a really bad day, the 
filter on the bulldozer would have to be cleaned twice, once at lunchtime so that it could be started up after 
lunch, and once at the end of the day so that it could be started up the next day. He did not have a filter for 
himself. He just used to breathe it all in and cough up that dust for days to come. Barry’s father died in May 
1974 from emphysema. Five days after that Barry quit smoking cold turkey. I understand that for the first couple 
of years as a member of this house, he used to smoke 60 to 80 cigarettes a day. Five days after the death of his 
father in May 1974, he stopped smoking. But as I said, he was diagnosed with this lung disease in 1994, and his 
health gradually declined. From 2001 onwards he was on oxygen, initially occasionally and then almost fully. 
Indeed, if we visited him at his house, he would have been on oxygen. Notwithstanding the debilitating effects of 
the illness, supported by Betty and his family, Barry maintained his enthusiasm for life. Much was often said. 
Every morning he would wake up and say, “Here I am enjoying another day in paradise”, notwithstanding the 
challenges he faced.  
As the Leader of the Opposition and the Premier have indicated, he had an intense desire to put back into his 
community. That is why, with the support of his family, he donated $80 000 to the Lung Institute of Western 
Australia. That $80 000 to the Lung Institute was to encourage more people to get their lungs tested. Barry’s 
simple message was, “If I’d had my lungs tested perhaps 10 years before I was diagnosed, the quality of my life 
towards the end may have been completely different.” For the last decade or so of his life his message to all 
people was, “Go and have your lungs tested”, and for governments to put more and more money into lung 
research because of the circumstances he went through. 
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Barry was a remarkable man. I say on behalf of the communities I represent, we will miss him. Can I say, 
personally, I will miss him. He remained positive right until the end. I will quickly share with the house an email 
Barry sent to my office and to others a week before he died. His email refers to an article and states — 

The article is authentic gave me a renewed resurgence and you could really make a difference. 

The article he refers to states — 
It’s never too late to go into politics. 
A 102-year old Romanian woman has announced she will work on the electoral campaign of a Liberal 
Party candidate ahead of June local elections.  

Right until the end, I think Barry was contemplating a comeback to Parliament! He was always enthusiastic. He 
loved politics; he loved the art of politics; but, more importantly, he loved the opportunity he had to represent his 
constituency in this place, the Parliament of Western Australia. I join with others—not only on my behalf, but 
also on behalf of the communities of Busselton, Cowaramup, Margaret River and Dunsborough that he 
represented, as do I—in extending my condolences and sympathy to his wife, Betty, his four children and his 
grandchildren.  
MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland) [2.33 pm]: I rise to briefly pay tribute to the parliamentary career of Barry 
Blaikie and to offer my condolences to Betty and all his family members. Barry’s final three years and my first 
three years in this Parliament were one and the same. But that was not when I first met Barry. I first met him 
when I was working with Hon Kay Hallahan as her adviser on local government and planning matters. They 
were matters in which Barry was very interested. He was one of those characters of Parliament—one of those 
local members—whom you absolutely could not ignore. Barry was certainly in touch with me at Kay’s office 
and was very keen always for the minister to visit his electorate and look at the planning, local government and 
other issues in the electorate. When we did visit the electorate, Barry always made sure the minister and her staff 
got a very warm welcome. I think his main effort was to try to keep us in town for as long as humanly possible to 
attend as many things with him as possible and to discuss as many issues as possible that were of interest to him 
and his electorate. He certainly gave me the impression of being someone who was an excellent local member. 
As other members have commented, Barry certainly knew everyone in town and he knew all the issues there. 
It is interesting that the Minister for Transport commented on the planning issue around Meelup Beach. It is my 
recollection that that was one of the issues he raised with us on one of those ministerial visits. I then had the 
fortune to become a member of Parliament myself while he was nearing the end of his time in this place. I can 
certainly tell the Premier that it was not only Liberal members he gave advice to. He was more than willing to 
share the advice with anyone who was prepared to listen, including unsuspecting new members of Parliament! I 
had a number of good discussions with Barry. He had reached a stage of his parliamentary career, I think, when 
he had seen and learnt a lot and was more than willing to share it.  
He was one of those people who had a great deal of camaraderie, not just with the people on his own side, but 
also with those of us sitting on the opposite side of the chamber. I think he made an excellent contribution in the 
Parliament and he was certainly an excellent local member. 

DR K.D. HAMES (Dawesville — Minister for Health) [2.35 pm]: Like the member for Midland, I knew Barry 
Blaikie for only the first three years of my time in government and the last three of his. When Barry got up to 
speak in this house when we were in government, the room was not always filled with people who were willing 
to stay and listen to him. Sometimes his opinions were fairly forceful and much more focused on his electorate 
and his beliefs; they were not always necessarily focused on the best interests of the government of the day. As 
someone who served in Parliament for a long period, he spoke from his heart. That is one thing that Barry will 
always be remembered for.  
It is sad that it is not until we go to someone’s funeral that we really find out stuff about them that we never 
knew, such as his early football career, the things the member for Vasse raised about his time as a youngster and 
his early career in council and then in Parliament. As we were sitting in the crematorium listening to the stories, 
particularly those told by his family, we realised what an amazing person he was and the things he was able to 
achieve in his lifetime. The thing that was critical for me in understanding Barry was the almost reverence in 
which his family held him, especially his children, but even more especially his grandchildren, who looked up to 
him with an amazing love and affection that we do not often see. Rather than me telling my kids that I am glad to 
see them out of the house and not to come back in a hurry, perhaps I better change my attitude if I want them to 
have that same view of me in the future. Barry’s children and grandchildren absolutely loved him and he loved 
them back and spent a lot of time looking after them.  
We heard about Barry’s smoking habit. I do not think there are too many people left in this house who continue 
to smoke. Barry is an example of the effects of severe lung disease that can be caused by cigarette smoking. Not 
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only that, there is a condition called farmer’s lung, which is often a combination of both cigarette smoking and 
the dust to which farmers are exposed. In those days people never realised that ordinary old dust could cause 
long-term lung disease. I looked after my uncle, a farmer who had exactly the same condition as Barry, in the 
years up to his death. It was very sad to see because those afflicted get to the stage where they cannot get up at 
night and walk to the toilet without taking oxygen with them and even then they stop along the way for a rest. It 
is a very debilitating condition, and people can last with it for a long period. At the end of their life, they get to 
the stage where they just cannot get that last breath, and breathing becomes the focus of their life.  

Despite all that, Barry managed to do all those other things. I was amazed at times. He would come to me as 
Minister for Health to talk about lung disease. I was the official representative government member at the 
handover of that $80 000 to the Lung Institute of Western Australia. Barry was there with his wife, Betty. Betty 
was always with Barry wherever he went and whatever he was doing. That money was very warmly received by 
the Lung Institute and it will use it to good effect. While Barry was pushing for people to have their lungs tested, 
treating chronic obstructive airways disease or chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, as it is called lately, is not 
usually done at the end stages of one’s life. It has to be done in its early stages, because once a person gets that 
condition, it is just about impossible to reverse. If there is one important message that I would like to deliver as a 
result of Barry’s passing, it is to ensure that people look after the health of their lungs throughout their life and 
not wait until they deteriorate later in life.  

Barry’s donation was extremely generous and warmly received. The impression that he left on everyone in this 
Parliament deserves to be recognised. He deserves to be remembered, and I am sure we will all do that.  

DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Education) [2.40 pm]: I, too, would like to add a few 
remarks to this condolence motion for Barry Blaikie.  

When I entered Parliament in 1991, as the Premier said, Barry was, at that stage, the opposition Whip, and I had 
not met him at all before coming into Parliament. But the thing I remember so very clearly about him was that he 
welcomed me as a colleague right from the beginning. I, too, was given the advice that many others in this house 
are given as new members, but he was very kind, very supportive and very helpful to me as a new Independent 
member during the time of a minority government; I had to learn a lot very quickly, and I found him to be a 
natural mentor. He was very generous with his advice, assistance and encouragement, particularly during debates 
when he would encourage me to get up and speak, and I found that very, very helpful indeed. I think it is 
important for any new member to have people like Barry Blaikie to encourage them. 

Like the member for Vasse, over the last few days I have read Barry’s first and last speeches. I was struck by the 
fact that in his very first speech he spoke with such knowledge and passion about the electorate of Vasse. I think 
that many of the comments he made in 1971 are relevant today. He spoke about and revealed his deep 
knowledge of the dairy industry, but he also revealed his concerns about road transport, some of which I suspect, 
Minister for Transport, would be relevant today. He elaborated in detail about the needs of the timber industry, 
and of course, as others have pointed out, he commented on the need for greater acknowledgment of the tourism 
industry in Margaret River.  

In his valedictory speech he spoke, as the member for Vasse said, about the Parliament and the relationship 
between members of Parliament and the people of their electorates. I would like to just quote a few lines from 
that because I was particularly taken by what he said. He said — 

This relationship between a member and the people of his electorate is at the heart of what it means to 
be a member of Parliament, and a member of Parliament who keeps that in his heart will not go far 
wrong. A member who understands that relationship will not forget the need for absolute loyalty to his 
electorate for the privilege and responsibility that the electorate has bestowed upon him. 

As a democracy, it is very hard to exaggerate the importance of Parliament. In a very real sense, the 
Parliament is the mind, heart and soul of the community. The Parliament is not merely the individuals 
who comprise it at any one time; it represents the desire, hope and trust of the community.  

I think they are perhaps words that every new member should be aware of.  

After Barry’s retirement he moved closer to some members of his family in Perth, and I was very fortunate that 
he actually moved into my electorate. I valued his support, help and enthusiasm at election time, and I remember 
that he insisted upon delivering my election material around his retirement village during the 2005 election. He 
never lost his enthusiasm for that side of what we do, and I was very grateful for the advice he would give me 
from time to time. With that, I would like to offer my condolences to Betty and the other members of his family.  

MR E.S. RIPPER (Belmont) [2.43 pm]: I would like to speak briefly. I was saddened by news of the death of 
Barry Blaikie; his parliamentary career overlapped with mine by eight years. We learn from other members of 
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Parliament when we arrive at Parliament; we even learn from our opponents. I arrived as a government 
backbencher, and I think I learned a lot about opposition by looking at what the MacKinnon opposition did at 
that time. With hindsight, I think the MacKinnon opposition was an underrated opposition, particularly by the 
government of the day. Barry Blaikie was an active member of that opposition who spoke frequently, I think to 
the annoyance of many government ministers. Those government ministers who now suffer under repeated 
opposition speeches have never actually had the experience of repeated Barry Blaikie speeches, because he could 
certainly impose some pain on the government with his lengthy and frequent speeches. I would say that he was a 
person who valued parliamentary debate, and he was clearly a loyal servant of the Liberal Party. He worked very 
hard during that period in opposition in the Parliament. I think, in fact, he may have been responsible in part for 
a change in our procedures. Before we had estimates committees, we used to have a convoluted procedure by 
which members could speak in committee on line items in the budget. This process would go on and on. Barry 
Blaikie was a very frequent participator in those debates. Eventually, the government of the day got tired of that 
and managed to convince the Parliament that we ought to have our current system of estimates committees.  

The other thing I want to say about Barry Blaikie is that whenever he visited the Parliament after his retirement, 
he always treated me with great courtesy and warmth. I valued the fact that I could have those conversations 
with him, even though we had been political opponents. I remember him more fondly for those conversations 
than for his speeches when I was a government backbencher or, indeed, a government minister.  

He was clearly a great servant of his electorate and of this institution, and I pass on my condolences to his family 
and to his friends. 

The SPEAKER: Members, in order to support this motion I ask that you stand and spend a minute in silence.  

Question passed; members standing. 
 


